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Performance Notes 
 
Duration: 8 min 
 
The piece is dedicated to James Alexander and his lecture recital on cello performance in Vietnamese art music. “Catalyzing Quan họ” 
imagines taking the Vietnamese folk genre Quan họ into a lab and dissecting it, adding new parts onto it and modifying its component, 
in hopes of searching for its compatibility with “foreign” elements and allowing a rapid transformation to take place in itself. The 
piece’s structure should also be treated like a game, where the performer goes through different stages and carries out instructions 
from the electronic part. 
 
 
Proportional notation 
 

  
 
Rhythmic values should be treated proportionally or as ratios to one another under the influence of a tempo or time range. The purpose 
is to allow different ways in which the music could be played, a bit faster or a bit slower. The range of time also means that a 16th 
note for example, in one moment can be either shorter or longer than compared to another 16th note in another moment. In other 
words, this notation system is constructed in a quasi-improvisatory way, where elements like “rubato” or “improvisation” or 
“imprecision” are encouraged.  
 
Reading the score: each system will spatially take up 12-14 seconds. If there is blank space at the end of the system, this does not 
mean silent or rest time, but the performer should simply move onto the next system as soon as there is no material left on the current 
system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key 
 

= exact quarter-tones 
 

 = inexact microtones 
 

 = no pitch (played on the bridge) 

 = slap fingerboard with hand 
 

 = silence or cut out all controllable sound sources 
 
pont. = sul ponticello 
 

 = perform molto vib. & pont. on a specific note 
 
 
= hit the body of the cello with hands similar to beating/tapping a drum. This is accompanied by the percussion 
clef. 
 

 
 
= notes with only stems refer to pitches that are not meant to be exact or specific 
 
 

  = reactionary circles are accompanied by an arrow to a specific “target” in the electronics part. The target is what the cellist 
will react to. Here, as soon as the performer hears the target, they will “react” at varying speeds, specifically ranging from quarter to 
64th rhythmic values (slow to fast reaction). These values are not bound by tempo, but rather the performer’s sense of a quick or slow 



reaction. There are two scenarios: 1. The reaction occurs while the cellist is holding a note; 2. The reaction occurs while the cellist is 
not playing anything. The performer should move on after they have completed their reaction time.  
 
Variable boxes: freely jump between boxes with the order of your choosing 
 
The cellist’s voice:  

• At m. 1: the performer will sing in Vietnamese and in Quan họ style 
• At m. 13: sh(i) consists of “sh” which is the main sound with no definite pitch and “(i)” which controls the shape of the mouth 

 
Notational contradiction in m. 16-17: the stems are used to show the voicing of two different timbres in the electronic part, but do not 
mean any specific rhythmic value. 
 

 = sound of gears shifting in the electronic part (occurs throughout the piece) 
 
 
Concert Venue Layout 
 

 
 

 

Stage / 
Platform 

Audience 

Speaker 2 

Vc. 

Speaker 1 



Equipment 
• Macbook Pro or equivalent laptop with DAW or simple audio player 
• 2 speakers 
• Audio interface with at least 3 outputs (2 speaker, 1 headphone outs) 
• Headphones/earplugs for click/cue track 
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